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COMBINED TRAINING 

• 
MIDDLETOWN PONY CLUB HORSE TRIALS 

Marguerite Plank 

A tightly organized one-day schedule 
and an inviting, not-too-hard course sig
naled the beginning of the combined 
training season for about 100 horses at 
the Middletown Pony Club Horse Trials 
held March f!l a.t the Pony Club grounds 
in Middletown, Del. 

They should enjoy it while they can. 
The competition organizers were circu
lating a petition seeking ways to prevent 
Delaware Power and Light Company 
from developing the neighboring le.nd. 
This land, an electrical line right-of-way, 
ha.s long been used for trailers and van 
parking during Pony Club events. The 
loss of parking would seriously threaten 
the club's ability to hold competitions, 
according to secretary Barbara Bandy. 

Riders were entered in three prelimi
nary and five training divisions. 

Winner of open preliminary was Ann 
Eldridge on Game Reserve. She started 
out in front after dressage with 64.2, more 
than 10 penalty points ahead of the next 
closest competitor, Anne Dorsey and 
Rutilante. However, Dorsey picked up 10 
points on the stadium course, knocking 
her back to sixth after a clean cross
country round. 

"He put in a nice test," Eldridge said. 
Eldridge is a member of the U.S. Com
bined Training Association Board of 
Governors and rides and teaches full time. 
Game Reserve, or "George," as she calls 
him, is an Irish horse she's had since 
1985 .. Eldridge has ridden with Mike Plumb 
in the past and more recently with Tuny 
Full-"I give her credit for my dressage." 

Eldridge stressed her feelings about 
Daphne Cronin, a good friend who suf
fered a bad fall in the Mid-Florida Pony 
Club Horse Trials in March. Cronin is 
now paralyzed and being trea.~ed in a. 
Florida hospital. 

"l was thinking of her every minute. I 

was thinking of Daphne all day," she 
said. 

Jane Lippincott, winner of the first pre
liminary division with Tuppence, took 
her lead with a dressage score of. 61.8 and 
stayed clean through stadium e.nd cross
country. !)he ended up well ahead of the 
second-place rider, Elizabeth Brien on 
Finesse. Brien also maintained her dres
sage score, to end the competition with a. 
score of 72.6. 

Winners of 
prelimihary, 

divlsion2 
at Middletown 

Pony Club Horae 
Trialawere 

Chill and 
Beale Wright. 

Brien had started fourth after dressage, 
but stadium jumping penalties against 
two competitors allowed her to move up. 
Grant Schneidmann and Fells Point 
dropped down from second after pulling 
two rails in stadium to a.dd 10 points to 
their score. Mimi Osborn a.nd Cee Cee Ace 
picked up 15 jump penalties and 4.5 time 
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penalties to also move them a.wa.y from 
the leaders. 

Lippincott said Tuppence, a. 7-yea.r-old, 
17.3-ha.nd, dark gray Anglo-Trakehner, is 
at his best on cross-country. "He's very 
brave, very handy. It's his favorite thing 
to do, ... she said. Middletown was "a good 
course to start in the spring on"-ha.rd 
enough, but not so tough as to scare the 
horses. 

Beale Wright, daughter of competition 
organizer Lana Wright, moved up to first 
in preliminary, div. 2, from her start at 
second place in dressage (73.2) even 
though she picked up 5 penalties in sta
dium. She's had Chilli~ years, but this 
was her first preliminary test with him. 
The 8-year-old, 16-hand dark bay is a 
Thoroughbred with racing in his blood
lines. 

"I'll probably stay preliminary this 
year than move him up-unless he's fan
tastic or something. He's starting off 
pretty good. He might be-l hope he'll be 
fari.tastic," Wright said. The horse's best 

attribute is his attitude, she sa.id. "He 
really likes to be around people and play 
with them. He'll put his chin on your 
shoulder. He's very comical." 

Karen Holweck and Goldbricker. who 
ha.d led preliminary, div. 2, with a dres
sage score of 68.4, ha.d a refusal in sta
dium and three stops on cross-country. 
She admitted that while the horse is green 
and not thoroughly schooled on cross
country, "a lot of rider error" was also to 
blame for the drop in her placings. 

Winner of the only junior training div
ision was 15-year-old Nicole Fulmer on 
Cortina.. She was another rider who put in 
a. good dressage test (53.4) e.nd kept her 
score clean through two more phases. 
Fulmer has only ha.d the 16.1-ha.nd, 6· 
year-old da.rk bay Anglo-Tra.kehner mare 
for four months. "It's nervewracking to 
start in first place," she said. "She's 
brave-she's pretty enthusiastic. She 
loves it," she said. 

Winners Peggy Friauf a.nd Shoot The 
Moon started in senior training, div. 1, a.t 
fourth place a.tter dressage. But leaders 
Sherlock Gillet and Corka.doragha 
severely abused their dressage score of 
49.8 (one of only two in the 40s) by adding 
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30 jumping and 17.25 time faults in sta
dium and were eliminated in cross
country. 

Naomi Pitcairn and Fair Touch moved 
up to second from fifth place by adding 
nothing to their dressage score of 58.8. 
Cindy Mason and Feet Don't Fail Now 
started and ended at third with 5 jumping 
faults added to a. dressage score of 55.8. 

Mimi Bertolet and Shakedown Street 
started out in front in senior training, div. 
2, with the low dressage score of 50.4, 
holding onto the lead even with 5 jumping 
faults in stadium. Second-place Paul 
Tjaden and Lady Hawke finished with 
their dressage score of 61.2 inta.ot, as did 
the third-place finishers, Randi Hanson 
and Kings Rea.ch, with 61.8. 

Michael Godfrey and Sohimmsham 
owned the low score of the day with their 
senior training, div. 3, win of <U3.45. And 
that was after adding 7.5 penalties in sta
dium. Their dressage score of 43.2 (the 
lowest that day) was far enough ahead of 
Jane Beck and Positively that her clean 
rounds in stadium and cross-country 
couldn't help her 53.4 dressage score. 

Godfrey said that Schimmsham is a 
young horse on his first training course. 
"He's a quiet, good-moving horse," he 
said. Sohimmsh.am is owned by Hickory 
Corner Farm. Farm owner Jackie Vogle 
is "supportive to see he gets the right 
training so he ca.n do the best he can," 
Godfrey said. He also coached some stu
dents, including Naomi Pitca.irn. 

Perhaps the most delighted winner of 
the day was Ann Snipes, whose Devil's 
Advocate lived down his name and 

(Christine Tchir Phoro) 
Blitzkreig and Mary Maetz Lewia won 
senior training, division 2 at Fort 
Rucker Horse Trials. 

brought home a score of 52.8, including 
clean stadium and cross-country rounds, 
to take senior training, div. 4. 

"I would like to invite everyone who's 
ever seen my horse be bad to a. big party," 
Snipes said. "Today wa.s the first time 
he's won anything." Asked what the 
horse's best pha.se is, she quipped, "get 
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here-he tra.ilers well." The 9-year-old 
dark bay Thoroughbred is a. former race 
horse who has given Snipes some excit
ing moments. But he "finally figured it 
out a.nd did what he's supposed to do,'' she 
sa.id. 
IIIIIDDLB'OOWN, DB-MAJ\..117. 
IUOOBS: Susto Buchanan, Der1 Jetfere. Catherine Tucker

Slalorbo<:k. JUll". WUQO¥. 
TECHNICAL DBLBOATB: Lonuro Forbos. 

Open Pre!. · I. G&mo Re!Hirve. A . Eldridge. 84.2: 2.. Lyn Lee 
Tempo. L. Thompeon. 78.8: 3. Bugay. H. Merchont. T7.6.Prel., 
Div. 1· I. Tuppenoo. J. Llppinoott, 61.8: 2. Finesse. E . Brien. 
'116: 3. Bright Speell.lat.lon. E. Prlleh&rd, 76.8. PreL, Dtv. 2· I. 
ChUI. B. Wright. 78.2: 2. So Fa~ So Oood. T. Weloh. 82J!: 3. 
Masl<lr Baroea. D. Rloeardl. 89.0.1k Tr(r., Dtv. I· 1. Stloo~ The 
Moon. P. Fralul. 57.0; 2. Fair Touch. N . Plt.e&irn. 58.8: 3. Feet 
Don"& Fail Me Now. C. Maaon. 80.8. Sr. Tr(r .• Dlv.ll- 1. Shake· 
down St.-..1. M. Benolet. 66.4: 2. Lady H&wke. P. Tj~n. 61.2: 
3. KIDga Reach. R. HIWSOn. 6 1.8. Sr. Tqr.. Dtv. S ·1. Sohimm· 
sham. M . Godfrey. ~8.4l! : 2. Positively. J. Beck. !>3.4: 3. On The 
Love!. M. Moreni. 70.2. Sr. Tiy., Dtv. t ·I. Dovil"s Advoal<l. 
A. Snl~a. 1!2.8: 2. Darks Ids. K. Loy or. 8:11.6: 3. F'in1t Tltau. F. 
Hoey. 63.0. Jr. Tr(r. • 1. Cortina. N. Fulmer. 113.4; 2. Spring 
Edlllon, S. Evana. 60.8: 3. SoUd Billie. T. Kinney. 63.6. 

FORT RUCKER HORSE TRIALS 
J!T. RUCBJ!.R, AL-MAR. 28-118. 
TBCHNICAL DBLSGATE: Sally O'Connor. 
· ep.n Pre!, Dtv. 1 • 1. Bentley, Old Sl\lem Farm. ~2; 2. 

Easl<lrParade,J. GrahAm, 58.65:3. Perpetual Motioo.K. Hof. 
!man. 82.63. Open Pre.\., Div. 2 • 1. Mldnlgllt Rover. Old Salem 
Farm, MJ.~: 2. Tho Magic Dragon. M. Viles.!& S. Howant. ?li.S: 
3. Knlglt• Bridge. C. Bouclr.oer<, 80.9. Tr& •• · Dtv. a • I. 
Blltlkrolg. M. M. Le!e, ~.6: 2. Newmarket. B. Tweed, 51.6: 3. 
Frank. 0. HI~•· M.2. Sr. Trjf., Dtv. 1· 1. Junobug,ll:. Bur· 
mu. 49.2; 2. Party Sklppor. V. Van AnW<>rp.llll.2: 3. Hlokory 
Boam. B. Hawley. M .S. Jr. Tri'• • I. E10ap&d<l, J . Bloek,ll6.t; 2. 
Crul oo Control. C. Foote, 57.0: 3. Autumn Cr.ndld&le. M. 
Combs.!& WIDowood Fums. 60.8. Sr. Nov .• Dlv. I • I. Olla 
Johll. B. LlviDpiOn. '10.2; 2.. KllcorAn. H. Herin. 41.05; 3. 
Sheridan Country, E. Johnston. 43.2. Sr. Nov .• Dtv~ 2 - t . 
DoubleD Two, L. Webster, ~9.8; 2. Eaater Bunny II. 0. Shaw. 
50.0; 3. On The li:dp, M. P"rloMn, 113.6. Sr. N..,., DIY. I • I. 
Adam"• Rlh. M. J. Colquetl, 39.0:2. Plrol. 8. V. Biron. 40.2: 3. 
Cloo. D. Kupplnpr. 40.2. Jr. Nov., Dlv.l· 1. Silk PaJamu. J, 
Heywori.b. 40.2; 2. R!aker"a Jazsl Star. M. MoHarjPle. 40.8: 3. 
Covenanl. T. Holmolng. 41.0. lr. Nov., Dtv. a· I. Frllz . D. 
Bobba, 36.6; 2. Kolll& Boe. B. Bailey. 41.3: 3. Canadian Carrot. 
D. M. Ford, ~4.6 . 
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